Shane Thio
Shane had his early music education in Singapore and was awarded an Associated Board Scholarship to study at the Royal Academy of Music in London. At the Academy he won a number of prizes including the best accompanist award in the Tankard Lieder Competition. He was the recipient of the 1992 National Arts Council Young Artists’ Award, which enabled him to pursue further studies at the Royal College of Music. 

As a pianist he has performed numerous concerts with the Singapore Symphony Orchestra. He is the resident pianist with the Singapore Symphony Chorus and has performed and toured with the Singapore Youth Choir. He also performs regularly with local contemporary group, The Magnetic Band. He has also collaborated with the Arts Fission Company and the Tammy Wong Dance Company. As part of the Opening Festival of the Esplanade, he conceptualized and performed The Embryonic Garden, which is based on the music of Messiaen and Takemitsu. 

As a repetiteur, he has worked with the Singapore Lyric Opera, Singapore Dance Theatre and Theatreworks. He has also worked with The Philharmonic Chamber Orchestra, The Philharmonic Chamber Choir and The Singapore Chinese Orchestra.

As a chamber music pianist and vocal accompanist, he has worked with many instrumentalists and singers such as Sumi Jo and Charlotte Church . As part of the 50th Anniversary of the United Nations, he performed Messiaen’s Quartet for the End of Time. He also gave recitals with winners of the French International Long Thibaud Violin Competition. In 1999, he performed in an all Poulenc chamber music recital celebrating the composer’s centenary. 

With the Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra, he has performed in their Contemporary Music Series. In this series, he performed Boulez’ Derive, Ligeti’s Chamber Concerto, Terry Riley’s in C, Colin McPhee’s Tabuh-Tabuhan, and also works of contemporary British composers such as James MacMillan, Thomas Ades, Judith Weir, Steve Martland, Gavin Bryers as well as  Dutilleux, Frank Zappa, Linberg, Lutoslawski, Henze, Steve Reich, Eleanor Alberga, John Adams, Michael Torke and Gubaidulina. 

He has premiered and recorded many works by Singaporean composers such as Leong Yoon Pin, Phoon Yew Tian, Bernard Tan, Tsao Chieh especially with the New Music Forum Ensemble. He premiered Joyce Koh’s Two Etudes, Island Voices, Nona Sensilia (for chorus and electronics), Hoh Chung Shih’s Mobile, Kelly Tang’s Duo, Piano Trio, Tyger,cog-Ni-sence, Ho Chee Kong’s Fosamith, Goh Toh Chye’s  Metadragon ,Shuo Feng, Piano Trio  and was the repetiteur in Leong Yoon Pin’s opera Bunga Mawar. He also recorded  Tsao Chieh’s Piano Sonata, Old House at Ang Siang Hill, Movements and pieces for flute and piano. With the L’Ensemble Contemporain de Montreal, he premiered Joyce Koh’s Le Piano Magenta in Montreal. For the Singapore Arts Festival, he performed E-Man-cipation with the Singapore Dance Theatre based on Joyce Koh’s IX Lives of a Cat. He performed Boulez’s  12 Notations with the Arts Fission Company and Schoenberg’s 6 Kleine Klavierstucke  for the  Necessary Stage.

As a harpsichordist, he  performed J. S. Bach’s Six Brandenburg Concertos with the Singapore Symphony Orchestra. For the opening of the Arts House he gave a performance of the solo  harpsichord works of Ligeti,Francaix,Michael Nyman,Takemitsu and the premier of Howard Wan’s “………and it went psychedelic”. 
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